THE   NEW   MONGOLIA

sequence that the vain and ambitious Tibetan gave
his support to Baron Ungem-Sternberg, who,, at the
head of his Russian White army,occupied the whole of
Outer Mongolia within sk months. That was in 1920.
The Baron received considerable assistance from a
section of the Mongolian people, who have a tradi-
tional hatred for the Chinese. But to-day Mongolia
remembers his name with horror and execration., for
Ungern-Sternberg obtained thek aid with lying
promises and then proceeded to pillage the "liberated"
territories.

In 1921, as a direct result of Ungern-Sternberg's
activities, the whole of Mongolia was swept by a
veritable tornado of hatred directed indiscriminately
against all foreigners. The chalcha Mongols, or pure-
bred Mongolians,, formed into military groups and
demanded the extermination or expulsion of all
foreigners and the establishment of an independent
national State. The party was led by the lama Dja.
Dja operated in Kobdo and by his frenzied oratory
roused the Mongolians to an insane fanaticism. He
was a dangerous antagonist to the Russians, for in his
youth he had lived in Russia, had even been in prison
there for a political offence, and knew their methods.
On the other hand, there was a widespread belief
among his Mongol adherents that he was the re-
incarnation of the last great Mongol king who had
founded an empire in Russian territory and who was
said to have embodied in his will a message to the
Mongolian people to the effect that his reincarnation
in a later age, starting from the Mongolia of his day,

[70]